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“Operation Rescue” a Failure 


Blocking the Bigots 


F or three consecutive days the 
Anti-choice religious right took a 
beating in front of abortion clinics 
in Toronto. 

The reactionaries descended on 
the Morgentaler Clinic on Harbord St. 
on January 12 at 7.30 am. Choice 
supporters managed to protect the 
front door and as more supporters 
arrived we surrounded them and 


No More Cops! 

Toronto Police are demanding a 15% 
pay hike and the right to kill suspects 
with impunity, claiming that society 
depends on them to rescue it from 
chaos. Actually it is not too difficult to 
imagine a society without cops; one 
formula might be to give everyone a 
whistle to blow if they get into trouble, at 
which point everyone who heard it 
would run to the blower’s defense. This 
would require a somewhat different 
social attitude than most people now 
posess, but as long as we depend on 
cops and other government officials 
rather than ourselves to meet our basic 
needs this attitude will never develop. 
Even under present conditions, a 
Halifax police strike afew years ago did 
not lead the people there to run amok 
— according to a recent NOW 
magazine article, some types of crime 
actually decreased during the strike. 


started to clear a path for patients, but 
due to the close quarters the situation 
quickly became a shoving match. 
After at least 4 hours of inaction the 
police removed the anti-choice 
people. 

The next day the bigots focused 
on the Scott clinic on Gerrard St E. 
They sat in front of the door and an 
entrance to an alleyway, again 
initially blocking the way. This time we 
strategized and were making 
progress at removing them, when the 
police moved in and started to protect 
the facists from us. I guess they didn’t 
want people seeing that they weren’t 
needed. The anti-choicers were able 
to sit on the cold pavement all day, but 
the wimmin were able to gain access 
to the clinic. Not only did all the 
patients make it in on Friday but on 
the other two days as well; not a 
single abortion was stopped by the 
so-called “Operation Rescue”. 

The third day, we arranged lines 
of defense which kept them far from 
the clinic doors and successfully 
defended free access to the clinics. In 
a long struggle with the anti-choice 
people, who had mobilized almost 
two hundred “martyrs for jesus” 
(including some bussed in from the 
US), we kept them at bay for hours 
until the police arrested the lot. Again 
the police were superfluous if not an I 


! impediment, keeping us from actually 
removing the bigots by interfering as 
we chucked them over barricades, 
content to let us hold them back only. 
Above all, though, it was clear to 
everyone that we had again won 
against the anti-choicers by our own 
organization and our own actions. 

There are lessons that we must 
take from these three days: we can and 
did defend the clinics, and we cannot 
and must not rely on the police. It is 
ironic that some activists cheered 
when the cops busted the anti-choic¬ 
ers, in that these cops are the ones 
who will close down the clinics if a reac¬ 
tionary new abortion law is passed, 


















ECOMEDIA TORONTO BULLETIN # 44 Jan. 24 to Feb. 6 1989 


Lubicon Update 


T he Lubicon Nation is still involved 
in negotiations with the federal 
government. The Cree people 
reached a tentative agreement with the 
Albertan provincial government in 
October to settle their 50-year-old land 
claim struggle, but the agreement still 
has to be negotiated with Ottawa. Both 
levels of government were forced to 
seek a settlement after the Band took 
direct action in the form of blockades 
across roads accessing their trad¬ 
itional area. The RCMP broke up the 
blockades by force after 5 days, 
arresting 27 people on contempt of 
court charges. 

The accused were all due to be 
tried in sequence, but Terry Laboucan, 
a Band member, went to trial first as a 
test case for the whole lot. In his trial, 
which started November 8, the Band 
argued that the Canadian courts have 
no jurisdiction over the Lubicon people 
as they have never ceded their land in 
treaty or in war. The judge insisted on 
proceeding with the trial, saying that 
the matter of jurisdiction would be 
looked into after the evidence was 
presented—which means, essentially, 
‘we’ll try you first, then decide if we 
have a right to try you’. 

Laboucan instructed his lawyer, 
Bob Sachs, not to participate in the trial 
— not to call any witnesses, not to 
cross examine, nor make any 
presentations. The trial proceeded 
with absolutely no defense, in order to 
make it clear that the Band does not 
recognise the authority of the courts. 

Terry Laboucan was found guilty 
of contempt and fined $200. “I have no 
intention of paying the fine,” said 
Laboucan, “because if I do then that will 


be just like saying I recognise their 
jurisdiction and their laws”. 

In sentencing Laboucan, Judge 
Ronald Berger said he would take 
into account that his “actions were no 
doubt a product of years of frus¬ 
tration.” But he added “To allow the 
court order to be disobeyed would be 
to tread the road to anarchy...a loss of 
respect for the courts will quickly re¬ 
sult in the destruction of our society.” 

On November 25 Chief Bernard 
Ominayak suspended all nego¬ 
tiations until charges would be 
dropped against the remaining 26 
people. Provincial Attorney General 
Ken Rostad claimed he couldn’t do so 
but showed his face when he 
dropped charges against four of them 
who were under 18. On November 


Students in the York region have 
vandalised their schools to support 
the caretakers strike which started 
last Monday, and hopefully to gain a 
few days off school. 

Washrooms have been wrecked 
with shaving cream and yogurt, while 
halls and mirrors have been decked 
with eggs. The schools tried to crack 
down by warning that any days lost 
will be tacked on to the end of the 
school year and has suspended two 
wimmin at Thornlea High School. 

The administration is appealing 
to students to keep schools clean and 
has even appointed scab students to 
help keep washrooms stocked up. 
hopefully the dirt will prove to be too 
much forthem and the administration 


28, after much pressure and a hint of 
more blockades, the charges were 
dropped and negotiations resumed. 
The governments have been forced 
into listening to the Band’s demands 
because, as Fred Lennarson, Band 
advisor, mused, "we kicked their ass 
politically.” Years of intensive 
networking and clear, straightforward 
actions have brought the Lubicon 
people closer to a victory and have set 
an example for all those seeking to 
effect change. 

The negotiations are reported to 
be going well although all parties have 
agreed not to talk to the media about 
the substance of negotiations at 
present. On the table are issues such 
as determination of Band membership 
& the size of the reserve. Talks were 
extended past their original deadline of 
December 15 and the parties hope to 
reach a basic agreement soon. 


will drown in their own shit. Board 
members, some of whom are also 
acting as scabs, are refusing the 
caretakers demands for wage parity 
with their Metro counterparts. 



FUCK SCHOOL 
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Sabotaging Apartheid Part 3 of 3: Beyond South Africa 


The South-East Asia 
Connection 


In Holland, activists have been 
successful in pinpointing their own 
country’s involvment in imperialism 
and attacking the sources through 
sabotage actions (see Ecomedia 
#41,42). In Canada we can learn much 
from the successes of their strategy. 
Canada’s involvment in imperialism is 
most frequently as a mere apologist for 
US foreign policy, however our biggest 
contribution to Western imperialism 
(outside our borders) has to be in 
Southeast Asia. Canadian corpor¬ 
ations involved there have only been 
able to do so because of the lack of 
domestic disruption of their activities. 
The lessons learned from Holland’s 
activists, applied to Canadian 
corporations mentioned below, would 
mean much to the de-stabilizing of 
business’ domination both in the 
Pacific and here at home. 

In Issue #40 of Ecomedia, we ran 
an article about East Timor, a little 
known south pacific island which has 
been terrorized by the Indonesian 
government’s invading troops for the 
past 13 years. 

As far back as 1945, Western 
political and business leaders have 
coveted Southeast Asia as a primary 
source of important raw materials and 
cheap (non-union) labour. In 1954, 
used to justify US support of French 
Colonial rule in Indochina (Vietnam), 
US News & World Report proclaimed: 
“One of the world’s richest areas is 
open to the winner in Indochina. That’s 
behind the growing US concern... tin, 
rubber,rice, key strategic raw materials 


are what the war is really all about. 
The US sees it as a place to hold — at 
any cost.” The year before, US 
President Eisenhower stated the war 
in Vietnam was “the cheapest 
way...to get certain things we need 
from the riches of the Indonesian 
territory.” Over a million peasants 
were killed and the trade union 
movement destroyed after the 1965 
military coup which brought the 
current Indonesian government to 
power. In 1967, Richard Nixon noted 
that, “with its 100 million people and 
3000 mile arc of islands containing 
the region’s richest hoard of natural 
resources, Indonesia constitutes by 
far the greatest prize in the Southeast 
Asian area”, signing the death 
warrants for countries like East Timor 
and West Papua and adding the final 
touches to a full picture of the entire 
Southeast Asia policy of the United 
States (and consequently of 
Canada). Condemned for being one 
of the islands in the aforementioned 
3000- mile arc people in countries like 
East Timor are being slaughtered 
and oppressed by Indonesia, the 
apple of the western investor’s eye. Is 
it any wonder that he Canadian and 
US governments have backed 
Indonesia in their blatant lie that there 
is no war in East Timor? 

• Canada is Indonesia’s third largest 
foreign investor (after Japan and 
Hong Kong), with over $1 billion 
invested and over 125 companies 
involved in trade. It is the largest 
Western Investor. 


| • Canadian exports to Indonesia 
doubled to $197 million in 1982 from 
$94 million in 1981: nearly half of the 
exports in 1982 were financed with 
government aid. 

• In terms of trade volume, Indonesia 
l has become the fastest growing 
market in Southeast Asia. 

Canadian aid to Indonesia has 
soared in recent years — Indonesia is 
now the largest non-commonwealth 
recipient of Canadian aid. In 1983-84, 
the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) gave 
Indonesia $23 million in loans and 
grants and — and CIDA’s contribution 
is expected to remain high. 

Canadian aid is intimately linked 
to Canadian business. The link is 
ensured by federal regulations which 
demand that up to 80% of the CIDA aid 
projects must be in the form of 
Canadian goods and services. In other 
words, most of CIDA’s money never 
actually leaves Canada, but is 
funnelled directly into Canadian 
businesses to pay for goods and 
services needed in the “Third World”. 

External Affairs recently backed a 
trade mission to sell Canadian made 
arms to Far Eastern countries— 
including Indonesia. The ten 
companies participating — which 
included General Motors, Canadian 
Marconi, Bell Aerospace, Textron and 
Computing Devices — were offering 
military gear ranging from helicopters 
and parachutes to artillery computers 
for battlefield use. Computing Devices 

Continued next page 
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The South-East Asia Connection (Continued) 

sales representative Jack Warner said Canada would be "competing with South 
Korea to be the military technology centre in the Far East.” 

The companies involved in Indonesia are too many to name, one key 
offender, Bata Shoes was also a major investor in South Africa and infamous 
for its atrocious labour practices. Bata adamantly opposses the unionization of 
its employees in any of its 90 factories all over the globe (two of which employ 
2000 people in Indonesia), and also supplied the US army with over a million 
vulcanized boots for use in the bombed-out rice paddies of South Vietnam. 

The facts speak for themselves. The government of Indonesia is only to be 
blamed fortheir atrocities as much as North American power weilders. We urge 
you to think (and act) for yourself. Other companies involved are Asamera Inc. 
of Calgary, Hudson’s Bay Oil & Gas (owned by Dome Petroleum), Husky Oil Int’l 
Ltd., Aberford Resource Ltd. The P.T. Int’l Nickel Co., Alcan, and INCO. (Source 
of all above info A Call For Justice Newsletter). 



WATCH 


Ecologists and Native people have long spoken of “Mother Earth”, and it seems 
there is a scientific basis for seeing the planet as an organism (Globe & Mail 71 
1/89 pDI). Accordinq to the Gaia hypothesis (Gaia was the Greek earth 
goddess), earth’s atmosphere, oceans, soil and living things are part of an 
interdependent system which, taken together, form a planetary being that 
maintains conditions in which life can thrive. Just as trees collectively in a forest 
can go a long way toward regulating their environment, recycling nutrients and 
providing the ecosystem for other organisms, so does the planet’s active self¬ 
management keep Earth suitable for life. However, proponents of the 
hypothesis don't believe in sentience, content with the concept that life controls 
its environment. This might be just as well; if the planet were a sentient being, 
its one thought would doubtless be how to get rid of human beings. 

Many feel it may not have to wait much longer. According to the Gaia 
hypothesis, earth is a durable system that will find a new equilibrium through the 
greenhouse process, but at climate levels far warmer than today’s. The planet 
will then be dominated by different plants and animals, which might not include 
humans. Species like humans who adversely affect the earth would be in time 
eliminated. Another theory, scarcely comforting, is that the Greenhouse Effect 
will produce a new ice age by eroding away the hundred or so minerals essential 
as nutrients for all plant, animal and human life from the soil, thereby decreasing 
the amount of carbon dioxide they consume from the atmosphere — the 
increase of carbon monoxide in the atmosphere heightens the Greenhouse 
effect, transfering more and more moisture to the growing polar glaciers and 
creating an ice age (Toronto Star 11/1/89 pA27). Although there would still be 
time to reverse this process by halting deforestation, planting trees and 
remineralizing the soil, proponents of this theory believe we are less than three 
or four years away from widespread starvation. With forty thousand children 
already dying each day due to IMF policies, we shudder to think what 
"widespread starvation” would entail. 


Anarchist Town Hall Meeting, Feb. 6,40 Oak St.7:30 pm 
Phone 536-2514 for more info.Oon't miss it! 


Blocking the Bigots 

(contfrom 1) 

and they are the same shits who beat ; 
people on picket lines or out at Litton, j 
I’m sorry, no matter how much I detest ! 
the people they are arresting, I am ! 
never going to cheer the filth. 

The Operation Rescue minority 
supports an attitude and political line 
which is clearly anti-gay, sexist, racist 
and just plain fucked up. Participants 
told pro-choice activists to "go back to 
your gay bars” and jeered “watch out, 
they’ve all tested HIV positive!”. While 
claiming to care about AIDS 
sufferers, they condemn the use of 
condoms because they believe it 
leads to promiscuity (and feel birth 
control leads to more abortions!?). 
Their "pro-family” line amounts to little 
more than imprisonment for wimmin 
whom they seek to force into the 
REAL woman role. If we let them win 
any battles in their attempts to close 
down the clinics, they will get stronger 
and further able to stomp on wimmins 
right to free abortion on demand and 
more. The struggle forthat right is not 
over, in fact it still demands our action. 
Rumour has it that the loonies may be 
returning on or near the 28th of 
January. Contact OCAC at 969-8463 
to see how you can be of help, and tell 
them you heard about it in Ecomedia. 

The defeat of "Operation 
Rescue” is a victory for all who want to 
see a world where people have 
control over their lives and their 
| bodies. And it was a lesson that if we 
| want such a world we’re going to have 
: to fight those who seek to control us 
! with their moratlistic authoritarian 
! plans. What the bigots were taught 
; was that it’ll take alot more than the 
■ martyrdom of a couple of hundred of I 
| whining Christians to stop us. 












